
Playing the Futures Game 

Future Game for the Pacific Northwest, USA 

 



Futures Game – Simulation tool 
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Steps in playing the game 

• Forward from 2010 to 2030 

• Four game steps (2010, 2012, 2015, 2020, then 2030) 

• At each step you will….. 
– Get map, decision sheet and big event card 

– Discuss and debate decision (about 8-10 minutes) 

– Choose 1 of the 2 options 

– Record on decision sheet 

– Hand in decision sheet – receive next one 

 



Into the    

future… 



Background to Game 
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Key forces/drivers shaping the future of the region 

• Population Growth and 
Pressure (Demographic 
Trends/Flight from Coastal 
Areas) 

• Energy Cost/Availability 

• Resource Management – water, 
timber, preservation/utilization 

• Land Use Planning 

• Economic Gaps/Disparity 

• Educational Inequality 

• Lack of skilled workers 

• Telecommunication/Technology 
Education – e-commerce 

• Public Lands Policy 

• Infrastructure 

• Embracing our youth 

• Food Production Systems 

• Global Economic Trends 

• Emergence of Regional 
Community 

• Reinvesting in Local Communities 

• Connectivity 

• Civic Engagement 

• Child Poverty 

• Climate Change 

• Sustaining Sense of Place 

 

 

 

 

Summary deliberations – Northern Idaho 



Scenario Shaping Clusters of Drivers 
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Regional scenario shaping clusters of drivers 

Stewarding the Place 
• Food production systems  

• Land use planning 

• Preservation and utilization of resources (timber /water) 

• Infrastructure (housing / sewer / roads) 

• Public Lands Policy 
 

Investing in people  
• Civic engagement and leadership transition 

• Educational inequalities 

• Reinvestment in communities 

• Child poverty 

• Embracing our youth 

• Emergence of regional community 

• Economic gap /disparity 

 

   Regional Scenario Shaping Clusters of Drivers – Northern Idaho 
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Debrief discussion 

 

• Lesson from the game for 

Polk County  



Evaluations 



Drivers to action – making it 

simple! 

Transition from complexity to participation 


