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Executive Summary “To enter a theatre for a 

performance is to be inducted 

into a magical space, to be 

ushered into the sacred arena of 

the imagination.” 

- Simon Callow, Charles Dickens and 

the Great Theatre of the World 

 

Theaters are Community Assets 

 

Theaters are social spaces that offer a 

venue for comfortable, public gathering. As 

hubs of social activity, theaters contribute to 

their community's sense of place, turning 

unpopulated main streets into desirable, 

livable destinations. 

Theaters are economic catalysts that 

spur the growth and activity of surrounding 

businesses. According to 2011 estimates by 

Portland’s Regional Arts and Culture Council, 

each event ticket purchased generates an 

additional $24.24 in spending at local 

businesses. 

Theaters are cultural ambassadors 
that share a community's distinctive story 

with visitors. They attract curious travelers 

who stimulate the local economy and 

strengthen the civic pride of locals who see 

the delight their community brings to others. 



Methods 

Craterian Theater in Medford, OR 

What is “historic?” 

The National Register of Historic Places uses 

50 years or older to categorize 

structures as “historic.” This is the definition 

used for the Oregon Historic Theaters Needs 

Assessment. 

Image courtesy of the Craterian Theater 



Inventory: A Profile of Oregon’s Historic Theaters 
In 2014, Oregon’s 

Historic Theaters had… 

62,000 
  Events 
 

$23 million 
   in Total Revenue 
 

193 Full-Time 
  Employees 
 

504 Part-Time 

  Employees 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=zRml0xULODS8.k8ahKbrqRSfg&usp=sharing


Challenges: Historic Theaters in a Modern World 



Recommendations: How Can We Help Oregon’s 

Historic Theaters? 

1. Comprehensive Physical Needs Assessment 

2. Statewide Historic Theaters Initiative 



The Future of Oregon’s Historic Theaters 

Interior of the Liberty Theater in Astoria, OR 

Image courtesy of the Liberty Theater 

Ross Ragland in Klamath Falls, OR 

Image courtesy of the Ross Ragland Theater 
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