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Wagons Ho! Take a Lyft on the Travel Oregon Trail 

– Travel Oregon and Lyft Portland partner to commemorate the 175th anniversary of the Oregon Trail – 

  
PORTLAND, Ore. – August 21, 2018 – Imagine you’re an Oregon Trail settler who just spent six months 
on the dusty, bumpy and downright grueling journey west. Mt. Hood appears in the distance, a glowing 
beacon that seems to proclaim, “you’re almost there!” Flash-forward 175 years to downtown Portland, 
where a covered wagon waits to take you for a lift, courtesy of Travel Oregon and Lyft Portland. For a 
limited time, passengers can pay tribute to the historic Oregon Trail – and the classic video game it 
inspired – with a one-of-a-kind wagon experience in the Rose City. 

August 28-31 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., people can set out on their own Oregon Trail with a ride through 
downtown Portland in a traditional covered wagon. The Oregon Trail Experience begins outside the 
Oregon Historical Society building on SW Park Avenue.  
 

Unlock limited-edition, Oregon Trail-inspired wagon icons in the Lyft app, and get a free ride up to $10 
to the Oregon Trail Experience by entering promo code OREGONTRAIL175 in your Lyft app. The Oregon 
Historical Society is providing free entry to the museum that day for anyone who takes a wagon ride. 
Each ride travels a pre-determined route for a total of 15 minutes. Not in Portland? You can still play 
along by simply entering code OREGONTRAIL to turn the cars in your Lyft app into covered wagons 
 
 “The Oregon Trail is so deeply rooted in our state’s history. While it wasn’t necessarily a glamorous 
experience for many, it’s still a journey that we want to recognize on its 175th anniversary,” said Linea 
Gagliano, Director of Global Communications at Travel Oregon. “By partnering with Lyft Portland we’re 
able to bring a piece of history to life and treat the public to this unique opportunity.” 

  
Wagon rides are free, but Travel Oregon and Lyft ask that people bring two or more cans of 
nonperishable food to be donated to Sunshine Division. And if you can’t make it downtown, you can still 
get on board and experience the Oregon Trail by playing Travel Oregon: The Game. 
  
“We look forward to partnering with Travel Oregon to bring this unique experience to the community,” 
said Nathan Lawless, Lyft’s Oregon Market Manager. "We believe it’s important to commemorate the 
past in order to look ahead and shape a better future.”  

https://traveloregon.com/
https://www.lyft.com/rider/cities/portland-or
http://www.sunshinedivision.org/
https://traveloregon.com/thegame/


 

The classic pioneer model wagon is operated by Vickie Leonard, of Wagon Train Excursions out of 
Pendleton, Oregon. Though moseying through downtown Portland is a first for Vickie and her wagon 
(along with mules, Gene and Mary), she’s been working with the Pendleton Round-Up for a number of 
years, where she is the president of the famed Pendleton Round-Up Wagon Train. 
 

About Travel Oregon 

The Oregon Tourism Commission, dba Travel Oregon, works to enhance visitors' experiences by 
providing information, resources and trip planning tools that inspire travel and consistently convey the 
exceptional quality of Oregon. The commission aims to improve Oregonians' quality of life by 
strengthening the economic impacts of the state's $11.8 billion tourism industry that employs more 
than 112,000 Oregonians. Visit TravelOregon.com to learn more. 
 

About Lyft 
Lyft was founded in June 2012 by Logan Green and John Zimmer to improve people’s lives with the 
world’s best transportation. Lyft is the fastest growing rideshare company in the U.S. and is available to 
95 percent of the US population as well as in Ontario, Canada. Lyft is preferred by drivers and 
passengers for its safe and friendly experience, and its commitment to effecting positive change for the 
future of our cities. 
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https://www.pendletonroundup.com/p/round-up/wagontrain
https://traveloregon.com/

