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STUDIO OUTCOMES
• Sustainable, improved use w/expanded river 

community that includes visitors & locals

• Streamlined experiences with connected 
transportation, river recreation and community 
connections

• Knowledge around promising practices + case 
studies of thriving and successful river recreation 
communities

• Cultivate connections between river access and 
surrounding communities

• Improved clarity around business development 
opportunities and gaps in infrastructure, 
amenities, and experiences with demand

• Enhanced Willamette River Water Trail 
recreation information and promotion



• Compelling, well-stewarded 
river environment

• Well-planned infrastructure

• Business services

• Communications / Information

• Recreationalists

• River Culture

• Asset Management

• Community Planning

RIVER RECREATION 
DESTINATION QUALITIES 



STEERING COMMITTEE
PARTICIPATION
• Willamette Valley Visitors Association
• C2 Recreation
• Oregon Marine Board
• Oregon Parks & Recreation Department
• A. Helfrich Outfitters
• Albany Visitors Association
• City of Oregon City
• City of Canby
• City of Wilsonville
• City of Albany
• City of Independence
• Corvallis Parks & Rec

• Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde
• Clackamas County Tourism
• ENRG Kayaking
• Friends of Butteville
• Travel Salem
• Travel Lane County
• Oregon River Safety Preservation 

Alliance
• Polk County Tourism Alliance
• Willamalane Park & Rec. District
• Willamette Riverkeeper
• Visit Corvallis



STUDIO LOGISTICS
SPRING 2020



DESTINATION PRESSURES

• Unprecedented increase in river recreation

• New guides & outfitters

• Increased rentals 

• Increase in new users

• Safety concerns & need for PFDs

• Need for river information & equipment 

• User conflicts at put-ins & parking areas

• Congested recreational areas 

• Road access challenges for first responders

• Decreased experience quality

• Need for collaborative partnerships



PROGRAM EVOLUTION
TIMELINE
• 2019 Steering Committee Development

• Studio Workshops 

• Inclusive River Recreation Strategy 
utilizing engaged Steering Committee

• Development of Action Teams

• Capacity Commitments 

• Catalytic Project Development

• Cross-jurisdictional Investment

• Multi-year Implementation & Adaptation



RIVER RECREATION PROJECTS





























Existing Trail

A LONG-TERM PLAN FOR RIVERFRONT RECREATION

Amenities serve locals and visitors, who support local businesses.

Biker/Boater 
Campground Planned Trail

New Hotel, Residential, 
Park & Trail

Boat Ramp & 
Sports Fields



BIKER/BOATER CAMPGROUND

A way to pull people off the river and road, and create lodging affordably.



INDEPENDENCE LANDING

Riverfront lodging, residential and park development create benefits for downtown.  



KAYAK LOCKER

Additional amenities are needed to make it easier for river users to stop and 
experience places like Independence
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